CORRECT BEHAVIOR
 (Company)

CUTTING, BURNING

1. No job is ever so urgent or so important that we can't take the time out to do it safely or environmentally correct.

2. Inspect all equipment daily and/or prior to each use (i.e. torches, hoses).  Torches  and hoses should be tested at a minimum of once per week by submersing in water, by closing off bottles and watching gauges for leaks or soap test.  All leaks shall be repaired immediately.

3. Never lubricate any oxygen fittings or equipment with oil, grease or petroleum based products.  Oxygen and petroleum products are an explosive combination.

4. Keep the work area and floor clean of scraps, and other material or equipment.  Areas should always be cleared of such items upon completion of the task, and or as needed throughout task. Avoid cords, lines, etc. across aisles, stairs or walkways.  Those that shall be run across such areas should be flagged and/or run overhead.

5. Surrounding areas and lower decks shall be cleared of all flammables prior to performing work.  Suitable fire extinguishing equipment shall be readily available and a firewatch shall be maintained as required.  Hot work CBI shall be followed when applicable.
6. Lighting torches can only be done with approved strikers.  Butane lighters are strictly prohibited on ones person and/or at the job site.  Remove combustibles from pockets including matches.
7. Always insure that the operator and other personnel are out of the line of fire when cutting, burning, or when opening regulators.
8. Oxygen hoses are always green; fuel gas is always red never interchange fittings.  Acetylene bottle shall never be laid on its side; shall only be opened ¼ turn, and shall never exceed a hose pressure of 15 psi.
9. Barricades or partitions should be utilized when ever possible when conditions warrant.

10. At a minimum PPE shall be utilized as described below in addition to standard requirements (Refer to PPE CBI):Durable leather gloves, welders cap, Durable 100% cotton long sleeve shirts buttoned at the cuffs shall be utilized at all times when cutting, and/or grinding. Long sleeves are not required when operating beveling machines, automatic burning machine, and/or flame burner type equipment unless the potential exposure to burns from slag or hot metal is present. In addition to long sleeves leathers may be required when working overhead in tight spots, on windy days, and when condition warrants. All clothing shall be without frayed edges or large holes.

11. Earplugs shall be utilized when cutting overhead as a means of protecting the inner ear from hot falling metal.

12. A full-face shield/welding shield with the appropriate shaded lenses shall be worn when cutting, burning. Cutting requires the use of safety glasses and a tinted face shield (#5).   
13. Adequate ventilation and/or respirators shall be utilized when conditions warrant (i.e. working with hazardous metals, galvanized, copper nickel, etc.) Refer to applicable MSDS.
14. Use extreme caution when relighting a torch that goes out while cutting. Gasses can accumulate in piping or spaces when the torch goes out and create an explosion hazard. Sufficient time shall be given to allow gas to be purged from these areas.
15. Hoses shall be shut off and removed from confined spaces during breaks and at the end of each shift.  Confined space work may require that hoses and torches be tested daily for leaks. 

16. All hoses should be identified by a marking at each end. Hoses not identified shall be tracked prior to use. Hoses shall be shut off and disconnected from bottles or manifold each shift.  Hoses and leads shall be rolled up as needed for housekeeping.

17.  Never cut on closed containers or on containers that have held flammable or combustible materials without first cleaning it and verifying non-explosive atmosphere.

18. Always make sure that pants legs are outside steel-toed boot. Avoid wearing trousers with cuffs and open pockets into which sparks may fall.  Avoid oily articles. 

19. Use only fireproof materials for the support of articles being cut.

20. Check Valves shall be maintained at the torch on both the oxygen and fuel gas sides, flashback arrestors shall be maintained at the manifold between the fuel valve and the torch hose, and the check valves shall be maintained at the manifold between oxygen valve and the torch hose. In addition to the bleed off valve located at the end of the fuel gas manifold, check valves will be installed. Liquid flashback arrestors will also be installed between the bulk fuel storage tanks and the main fuel line.

21. In cases where bottled oxy/fuel portable systems are used, check valves will remain at the torch on both the oxygen and fuel sides, flashback arrestors will be maintained at the bottle between the fuel regulator and torch hose, and a check valve shall be maintained between the regulator and the torch hose.
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22. Changes in the system set-ups can only be approved by HS&E. Only authorized persons approved by management and HS&E will be allowed to perform maintenance operations on manifold systems or pipelines. Oxy-fuel gas systems can be entirely safe or whit a  catastrophic explosion waiting to happen.

23. During the Hot Work operations, one or more persons are to be designated as fire watch with no other duties while actual burning operations are in progress. The fire watch shall have in their possession fire-fighting equipment in usable condition and shall remain in the area thirty (30) minutes after hot work has been completed. The supervisor and fire watch shall initiate, utilize and comply with all aspects of the Fire Watch/ Permit Closure Form. Refer to Hot Work CB.
24. No standard will ever exist which can substitute for common sense; sound judgment and a continuing concern for maximum safety. Safety is not a rulebook; it's a state of mind.
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