 CORRECT BEHAVIOR 

(Company)

BARGES

1. No job is ever so urgent or so important that we cannot take the time out to do it safely or environmentally correct.
2. Barge shall be secured to the bulkhead and/or one another utilizing rope and or cable of sufficient size and strength.
3. Slack in the rope and/or cable shall be monitored as needed and be of sufficient length to allow for tidal changes, but secure enough to allow for the ramp to be safely secured without the hazard of significant movement.

4. Ramp shall always be secured to barge by way of chain, to a sufficient anchor point prior to commencement of work.  Never utilize any material that is not designed for that purpose.

5. Ramp shall be inspected daily to insure that it remains properly secured and provides safe adequate access and escape.

6. Chains, cables and/or ropes securing barge and/or ramps shall be run in an effort to prevent trip hazards and/or flagged as needed to enhance visibility.

7. Always avoid standing and/or working near ropes/cables used to secure the barges.  Such ropes/cables have proven to produce deadly results when snapping under stress.  Condition of the rope/cables shall be monitored as needed to insure safety.

8. Life Ring, Rope Ladder and Fire Extinguisher shall be readily available on the ramp or on the barge near the ramp prior to the commencement of work. Company owned or leased barges should have suitable shepherd hooks readily available.

9. Workvest securely fastened and snuggly fitted shall be worn at all times while on barge.  Workvests are not required however while working inside handrailed areas.

10. No hot work of any type shall be performed on the barge itself without acquiring a gas free certificate and/or without first performing the required test to insure the barge is safe to perform hot work.

11. Gas free certificates are only issued by Marine Chemist and are required either by the customer and/or when the barge and/or its compartment had previously contained flammables.

12. Barges without gas free certificates require that HS&E and/or a competent person determine the barges present and previous contents and insure that the appropriate tests utilizing an approved meter have been performed.  Never perform hot work on the barge without first insuring that the required tests have been performed.

13. Never leave a hatch cover partially covering the opening.  Always insure it is completely removed or thoroughly secured.  Hatch covers shall remain off while performing hot work on related compartments and openings shall remain barricaded.  Pumping out barges requires that the hole being pumped be barricaded or that a portable pump hole cover be used.

14. Hatch covers shall not be removed without prior approval and a barricade shall be established to prevent unintended access.  Refer to Open Hole Policy.  When removing covers for chemist to provide gas free certificates remove only one cover at a time, only as needed and replace cover immediately.  Never leave open holes without first insuring that a barricade has been established.

15. Never stand over covers in the event of trapped pressure.  Utilize every means possible to relieve trapped pressure prior to removal.
16. Never enter any compartment not intended for regular occupancy without following Confined Space requirement (i.e. training, testing, work plan, permit, rescue considerations) regardless of present or prior content.  Even potable water barge compartments can be deadly.

17. No standard will ever exist which can substitute for common sense, sound judgment and a continuing concern for maximum safety.  Safety is not a rulebook; it’s a state of mind.
