CORRECT BEHAVIOR

(Company)

GRINDERS

1. No job is ever so urgent or so important that we can’t take the time out to do it safely or environmentally correct.

2.
Personnel protection equipment shall be as follows:

· Safety glasses w/side shield and a full-face shield shall be worn at all times.

· Long sleeve shirts shall be worn at all times and shall remain buttoned at the cuffs.  Loose or ragged clothing shall not be worn and shirts with tails or long hems shall be tucked in at all times.  Shirts must be tucked in when using buffing wheel.

· A dust mask and/or respirator shall be mandatory at all times when conditions warrant, (i.e. continuous grinding, special metals, copper nickel, galvanized, chrome) and/or as specified on the MSDS sheet.

· Earplugs shall be worn at all times to protect from hearing loss and/or from slag or other particles entering ear canal. Earplugs shall be worn at all times when using large grinders. 

· Gloves, hard hats, and steel toed shoes shall be worn at all times

NOTE:  Gloves should not be worn when using a bench or pedestal grinder, unless the potential for injury is greater when not wearing gloves.

3.
Smaller objects or material shall always be held by a vice, vice grips clamps or similar equipment.

4.
Blades/wheels may be designed for specific jobs.  Never use a blade/wheels for any other purpose than what it was specifically designed for.

5.
Blade/wheels have RPM ratings.   Never use blades/wheels with RPM ratings lower than that of the grinders.  Never exceed the maximum operating speed marked on the wheel.

6.
Prior to mounting, visually inspect all grinding blades/ wheels for cracks or deformities as well as perform a ring test.  Inspection for cracks, deformities and/or electrical defects shall also be performed prior to each use.  Discard defective blades and have defective grinder taken out of service and notify supervisor.

7.
Guards shall always be used and shall not be altered.  Guards shall not be removed unless it is necessary for a specific task and only with full approval from the supervisor.

8.
An additional 1/3 of the guard should be placed over the side of the wheel that would strike the operator in the event of a kick back.

9.
Bench grinders require a work rest, shield and tongue guard.  Tongue guards shall have a maximum width of 1/8 inch.

10. As with any electrical equipment, never stand in water, operate while wet or during a rain.

11. Always disconnect power source (i.e. air supply electrical) before replacing blades/wheels. Always leave electrical repairs to an experienced electrician.

12. Always hold grinder securely with both hands.  Removing handles from large grinders is never acceptable.

13. Always allow the wheel to stop completely before removing either hand and prior to setting grinder down. 

14. Always stand out of the line of fire.  Never expose coworkers to the line of fire.  This includes sparks, kick back area, and potential area in which blade may fly in the event of breakage.

15. No standard will ever exist which can substitute for common sense, sound judgment and a continuing concern for maximum safety.  Safety is not a rulebook; it’s a state of mind.

