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RIGGING

1.
No job is ever so urgent or important that we can't take the time out to do it safely or environmentally correct.

2.
All rigging equipment shall be inspected prior to each use. The rated capacities should be labeled on all rigging equipment. If there are any questions relative to the integrity of rigging equipment, it shall be taken out of service.  When in doubt, it shall be taken out of service, turned in for replacement, then damaged rigging equipment shall be destroyed to prevent reuse.

3.
Only rigging that exceeds the capacity of the load to be lifting shall be used.

4.
Operator and riggers shall be responsible for insuring that the proper type and capacity rigging is utilized. (I.e. wire, rope, web sling, nylon strap, basket hitch, 2-part sling, 4 part) Use multi leg slings when required rather than multiple single slings.

5. Certain slings, cables, or straps are rigged with specific hooks that have no safety latches and are designated more specifically for moving, piping, or casing. These hooks are not to be used when shackles are required (i.e. extending slings, traveling with loads, etc.) Such hooks shall only be used on piping, casing, or beams and only when the hooks are entirely secured, unable to slide, and when there is no potential for the load to shift. Such hooks are not allowed offshore or inland waters.

6. Avoid excessive angles on the slings. Excessive angles increase stress on slings, and reduce lifting capacity. All rigging shall be rigged in a manner to prevent damage to the sling or lifting equipment. (I.e. no slings around edges or sharp surfaces without suitable protection).

7.
Rope shall not be used for lifting or suspending loads.

8.
Unused slings/straps shall be secured prior to each lift. Lifts should be set in an effort to allow slings to be pulled out easily by hand. In circumstances where slings must be pulled out by the crane, slings that are free shall be secured and all personnel shall remain entirely clear of area.

9.
Operator and riggers shall ensure all personnel to remain entirely clear of the work area and lift at all times.

10.
All rigging and lifts shall be pre-planned and all personnel involved shall have clear understanding of the lift and placement procedure. When conditions change a new plan shall be established, communicated, and followed before the task progresses.

11.
A critical lift plan shall be utilized when the lift exceeds 75% of the load if an engineered plan has not been established. 

12.
Avoid all pinch points. Tag lines of sufficient length and diameter with no knots shall be utilized on all lifts. Never tie or wrap tag lines around body parts.

13.
Personnel shall remain out of the line of fire at all times. NEVER get under, between or turn your back on the load. Avoid pinch points at all times.

14.
Use designated signalman. Standard signals should be utilized. The key however, is that the signalman and operator clearly understand the signals given. Blind lifts will require additional planning to ensure all signals are understood and radios should be used.

15.
Do not climb on or off equipment with out the operators' knowledge or while in motion. Riders are allowed in areas designated as such.

16. All loose or unsecured items shall be removed from the load prior to the lift.

17. All rigging equipment shall be properly maintained and stored.

18. Shut down equipment when oiling, fueling, or maintaining, etc.

19. Both hands are to remain free when climbing scaffolds.  Tools and equipment are to be raised or lowered by rope or hoisting equipment designed for such task.  Throwing tools, materials, etc. from one level to another is prohibited.  
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20.
Riggers shall acquire scaffolding and/or ladders as needed for each task and avoid climbing. Fall protection shall be utilized as required. 

21. Communication radios shall be used and set on a prestablished channel where only required communications occur.  For critical operations, channel locking devices should be used.

22. Never heat or modify rigging equipment ( i.e. hooks, cables, chains, shackles, etc)

23. Hooks shall always be placed to allow the open side or point of hook facing out away from the load.

24. Never utilize just the point of the hook to make a lift. Never utilize hooks that have been stretched (minimum of 15% excess of original mouth opening or 10% twist in hooks).

25. Cables should not be used when lifting vertical loads (i.e. piping). Straps should be utilized and double wrapped.

26. No standard will ever exist or substitute for common sense sound judgment and a continue concern for maximum safety. Safety is not a rulebook; it's a state of mind.

