CORRECT BEHAVIOR
 (Company)

ENVIRONMENTAL/SPILLS
1. No job is ever so urgent or so important that we can’t take the time out to do it safely or environmentally correct.

2. To prevent spills, all workers shall:

a. Check labels and SDSs before each job to determine potential hazards.

b. Inspect condition of chemical containers regularly.

c. Handle containers with care.

d. Remove only as much chemical as needed from containers.

e. Close containers when not in use.

f. Unused or out-of-date chemicals shall be disposed of properly.

3. If a spill occurs, all workers shall:

a. Know name and number of emergency response coordinator.

b. Report spills immediately to coordinator, providing as much detail as possible.

c. Avoid touching spilled chemical or walking through area of contamination.

d. Try not to inhale spilled material, even if it doesn't smell.


e. Evacuate the area by assigned routes.

f. Warn others to leave the spill area.

g. Stay out of spill area until told it's safe to return.


4. Spill response team shall:

a. Use proper protective clothing and equipment.


b. Choose cleanup equipment appropriate to spilled material.

c. Try to stop the source (secure valve/close pump/temporarily patch leak).

d. Keep spill from spreading (dike or protect nonchemical drains, reactive substances).


5. Handle the spill, using appropriate method, such as:

a. Place clean empty barrel under leak.

b. Shift container position to stop leak.

c. Place leaking container in another container or bag.

d. Place spilled material and contents of leaking container to safe non-leaking container.

6. Clean up spill—know how to use following methods:

a. Soak up with proper absorbent.

b. Move spill to chemical drain with special squeegee.

c. Transfer nonreusable substances to special drums for proper disposal.

7. Decontaminate clothing and equipment.

8. Review procedures and file reports on spill.

9. No standard will ever exist which can substitute for common sense, sound judgment and a continuing concern for 

    maximum safety.  Safety is not a rule-book it is a state of mind.

