CORRECT BEHAVIOR 

(Company)

PORTABLE HEATERS

1. No job is ever so urgent or so important that we can't take the time out to do it safely or environmentally correct.

2. Inspect all equipment daily and/or prior to each use (i.e. torches, hoses).  Hoses should be tested at a minimum of once per week by submersing in water, by closing off bottles and watching gauges for leaks or soap test.  All leaks shall be repaired immediately.

3. All personnel in the area must be aware of the use of the portable heating device and it’s location to prevent accidents..

4. Extreme Personal Safety is required when working in the area of a heating device.  Not all units are equipped with guards and personnel should consider that all heating devices encountered are HOT.  

5. Heaters shall only be used in areas with adequate ventilation.

6. Electrical ( non fuel burning heaters) do not produce carbon monoxide. These type of heaters are the only type allowed to be used indoors and in closed areas. These heaters are a spark source and shall be kept at least 35 feet from flammable.

7. Fuel burning heaters produce carbon monoxide and create a suffocation hazard. Therefore these type of heaters shall only be used in a well ventilated area. These heaters shall not be used in closed in areas( i.e. living quarters, shacks, or confined spaces).

8. Carbon monoxide producing heaters, used to heat an area, shall have a ventilation system, setup prior to use, to prevent a build up of carbon monoxide. Vents connected to a office or shack, shall be ventilated above the roof.  

9. All portable heaters are to be placed on flat/ level ground to prevent “tipping over”. Heaters shall NEVER be placed near the edge of decks or ledges.

10. Before lighting any heating device, all piping must be verified empty and free of trash. 

11. Keep the work area and floor clean of scraps, and other material or equipment.  Areas should always be cleared of such items upon completion of the task, and or as needed throughout task. Avoid cords, lines, etc. across aisles, stairs or walkways.  Those that shall be run across such areas should be flagged and/or run overhead.

12. Surrounding areas shall be cleared of all flammables prior to lighting heating devices (Minimum of 35 feet). All combustible materials such as paper, wood and aerosol cans must also be cleared from the immediate area.   Suitable fire extinguishing equipment shall be readily available and personnel must be familiar with how to use fire extinguishing equipment.  

13. Lighting torches can only be done with approved strikers.  Butane lighters are strictly prohibited on ones person and/or at the job site.  Remove combustibles from pockets including matches.

14. All Gas lines going to heaters shall be RED in color ( hose shall be a red torch hose not a red air line).  Remember to never interchange gas and oxygen fittings.

15. Torch pipe/ Rosebud  heater gas lines must be secured to heater frame with an adjustable clamping device to prevent accidental disconnection due to tripping or the moving of work equipment in the area.

16. At a minimum PPE shall be utilized as described below in addition to standard requirements (Refer to PPE CBI):Durable leather gloves and Durable 100% cotton long sleeve shirts buttoned at the cuffs shall be utilized at all times when lighting portable heating equipment, along with a grinding shield.  All clothing shall be without frayed edges or large holes.

17. Use extreme caution when relighting a torch that goes out. Gasses can accumulate in piping or spaces when the torch goes out and create an explosion hazard. Sufficient time shall be given to allow gas to be purged from these areas.

18. Hoses shall be shut off and removed from heaters when no longer in use and at the end of each shift. 

19. Hoses shall be shut off and disconnected from bottles or manifold each shift.  Hoses and leads shall be rolled up as needed for housekeeping.

20. Check Valves shall be maintained at the torch connection. Flashback arrestors shall be maintained at the manifold between the gas valve and the gas hose.
21. Heaters that need to be filled with fuel should only be done with the heating unit off and only  when the unit is cool. (All other company fueling policies apply)
22. All burns, even minor, need to be treated quickly.

23. No standard will ever exist which can substitute for common sense; sound judgment and a continuing concern for maximum safety. Safety is not a rulebook; it's a state of mind.
